196                     Bliicher

less exchanged for their own captives. Torgau,
after the garrison had suffered terrible privations
and hardships, surrendered on December 26th;
and when at last the men were permitted to march
out, nearly 3500 were in the hospitals, too ill to be
moved. Wittenberg held out until taken by
storm on January 13, 1814, and Magdeburg was
still unconquered in May, when Louis XVIII.
ordered it delivered over to the allies. When one
sees such long and brave resistance under every
disadvantage imaginable, one is inclined to wonder
all the more that these strong positions should have
fallen so easily into Napoleon's hands in 1806.

By the end of May the last of the fortresses,
Hamburg, had surrendered, and although few of
the soldiers, if any, took part in the campaign of
1814, they did in the following year flock in
numbers to Napoleon's standard and formed the
best element in the army that fought at Waterloo.

Blucher meanwhile had been thoroughly ex-
asperated at the slowness and at the indecision of
the allies. He himself was for hurrying on into
France; and Gneisenau drew up a detailed plan of
campaign, which, however, met with no favour at
the headquarters of the main army. Yet Napoleon
had practically no army left with which to oppose
an advance; the few troops that he had brought
back into safety would not even have sufficed
properly to garrison the small forts with which
France was studded. Just before the battle of
Leipzig he had, it is true, called for a levy of 280,-